
Name: ____________________________________________ 
Social Studies 7 
Rogge/Ferro 
 

Civil War Research Project 
 

Directions: Choose 1 famous person/topic from the Civil War to research. Using online 
resources, you will learn about the person’s life as well as the importance of the topic 
the person is connected to by answering specific questions for each topic. You will use 
your research notes to write a report that answers all of the questions. You will then use 
that report to create an iMovie, Keynote or Digital Poster on your topic.  
 
Name of Person/Topic: _______________________________________ 
 
Use the following resources: 

● Dk Findout! 
● ABC-CLIO American History (Please login through the VRC) 
● Britannica Schools (Please login through the VRC) 
● SIRS Discoverer (Please login through the VRC) 

 
*Click on the links above to access the resources. Login to the Virtual Reference 
Collection to access ABC-CLIO, Britannica Schools, and SIRS Discoverer. 
Username: southamptonsis 
Password: sis 
 

 
 

People/Topics with Questions 
*Please choose 1 person from the list below. Research that person/topics using the listed 

questions. You will put the information you find into your graphic organizer. 
 

1. Person: Abraham Lincoln 
Topics: President of the United States/ Gettysburg Address/ Emancipation 
Proclamation 

What to Research: 
-Abraham Lincoln’s personal life 

-Why did he fight the Civil War? 

-What was the purpose of the Emancipation Proclamation? 

-What was the Gettysburg Address? How did it change the course of the war? 
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https://www.dkfindout.com/us/history/
https://americanhistory-abc-clio-xaaa.orc.scoolaid.net/?webSiteCode=SLN_AMHIST&returnToPage=%2f&token=A870A77C2C472EAE468F6B268001285E&casError=False
https://school-eb-xaaa.orc.scoolaid.net/levels
https://explore-proquest-xaaa.orc.scoolaid.net/sirsdiscoverer/home?accountid=699


 

2. Person: Jefferson Davis 
Topic: President of the Confederate States of America 

What to Research: 
-Jefferson Davis’ personal life 

-Explain his Presidency of the Confederate States of America 

-Confederate States: Constitution, military, money system, etc. 

 
3. Person: John Brown 

Topic: Harpers Ferry Raid 
What to Research: 
-John Brown’s personal life and how he became an abolitionist 

-Describe the raid on Harpers Ferry Virginia. What did Brown hope to accomplish? 

-Was the raid on the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry successful? 

 

4. Person: Dred Scott 
Topic: Dred Scott vs Sanford Supreme Court Case 

What to Research: 
-Dred Scott’s personal life 

-How/why he sued for his freedom in court 

-What was the Supreme Court Decision on Dred Scott’s freedom and how did it affect the 

country? 

 

5. Person: Robert E. Lee 
Topic: General of the Confederate Army 

What to Research: 
-Robert E. Lee’s personal life 

-Advantages and disadvantages of the Confederate Army 

-What was Lee’s plan for winning the war? How did he lose the war? 

 

6. Person: Ulysses S. Grant 
Topic: General of the Union Army 

What to Research: 
-Ulysses S. Grant’s personal life 
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-Advantages and disadvantages of the Union Army 

-What was Grant’s plan for winning the war and how did he win it? 

 

7. Person: Harriet Tubman 
Topic: Underground Railroad Conductor 

What to Research: 
-Harriet Tubman’s personal life 

-Explanation of the Underground Railroad 

-Success of the Underground Railroad 

 

8. Person: William Tecumsh Sherman 
Topics: Union General:Sherman's March to the Sea 

What to Research: 
-William Tecumsh Sherman’s personal life 

-Explanation of Sherman’s March to the Sea. What were the goals and outcomes? 

-How was the South affected? 

 

9. Person: Frederick Douglass 
Topic: Abolitionist 

What to Research: 
-Frederick Douglass’s personal life 

-What work did he do as an abolitionist?  

-Creation of the North Star Newspaper 

 

10. Person: Harriet Beecher Stowe 
Topic: Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

What to Research: 
-Harriet Beecher Stowe’s life 

 -Explanation of Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

 -Union and Confederate reactions and outcomes of the novel 
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11. Person: Clara Barton 
Topics: Nursing & Health Care 

What to Research: 
-Clara Barton’s personal life 

-What was nursing care like during the Civil War? 

-How did Medical care improve as the war went on? 

 

12. Person: Rose O’Neal Greenhow 
Topic: Southern Spies 

What to Research: 
-Rose O’Neal Greenhow’s personal life 

-Describe her work as a spy for the Confederate South 

-How did she aid the South during the Civil War? 

 

13. Person: Allan Pinkerton 
Topic: Northern Spies 

What to Research: 
-Alan Pinkerton’s personal life 

-Describe his work as a spy for the Union North 

-How did his work help the North win the war? 

-How did he help start the Secret Service that we still have today? 

 
14. Person: William Llyod Garrison 

Topic: Abolitionist 
What to Research: 
-William Lloyd Garrison’s personal life 

-How did he become an abolitionist? 

-Describe his work on the The Liberator newspaper 
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